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Volume 4 of The Annotated Luther series presents an array of Luther's writings related to pastoral

work. Luther's famous Invocavit Sermons and other selected sermons show a forthright and lively

preacher. Hymn texts reveal Luther's grasp of hymnody as a tool for conveying and expressing

faith. His Small Catechism as well as several pieces on prayer, including his Personal Prayer Book

and A Simple Way to Pray, show his engagement in the basic task of teaching the faith. Luther's

prefaces to his own writings contain personal reflections on his reforming work. Also in this volume

are his commentary on The Magnificat, selected letters, and shorter pieces that display his pastoral

responses to particular situations: Sermon on Preparing to Die, Whether One May Flee from a

Deadly Plague, and Comfort for Women Who Have Had a Miscarriage.Each volume in The

Annotated Luther series contains new introductions, annotations, illustrations, and notes to help

shed light on Luther's context and interpret his writings for today. The translations of Luther's

writings include updates of Luther
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"This exciting Annotated Luther series from Fortress Press comes out at a very important moment.

Lutherans worldwide anticipate the commemoration of five hundred years of the reformation in

2017. I just came from a conference of Asian Lutheran theologians where various Luther reception

processes have been established to cater for Sunday school children to seminary professors. In



many parts of the global south where the churches are growing, there is growing desire to

encounter the reformer in as direct ways as is possible. The Annotated Luther series will facilitate

easy access to Luther, especially for those who could not do so in the German or Latin. This will be

a great resource likely to be translated into many vernacular languages." --Kenneth Mtata, The

Lutheran World Federation"The Annotated Luther series represents a finely crafted synthesis

between readable primary texts and some of the best secondary scholarship. A superb editorial

team, under the leadership of Hillerbrand, Stjerna, and Wengert, has made seventy-five selections,

ranging from major treatises to sermons and letters, and beautifully laid these out in six volumes,

together with state-of-the-art analyses and explanatory notes. Luther the theologian, the biblical

interpreter, the pastor, the social/political thinker&#x97;all are given their due, and the resulting

multidimensional portrait combines balance with a newly sharpened focus. In sum, a signal

achievement." --Denis R. Janz, Loyola University New Orleans"In the introduction, the editor

Timothy Wengert again shows why he is one of the premier Reformation scholars of our generation

when it comes to communicating the historical significance and pastoral value of Luther's writings.

Both he and the other editors of Luther's writings do an outstanding job of providing helpful

introductions (beyond a paragraph or two that barely scratches the surface), explanatory

annotations, and maps. The layout of the volume deserves special mention for the way that it draws

the reader into the text. In brief, this volume will be indispensable to anyone who wishes to

understand better the early writings of the reformer, Martin Luther!" --Charles P. Arand, Concordia

Seminary, St. Louis

Mary Jane Haemig is professor of church history and director of the Reformation Research Program

at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. She specializes in the study of the Lutheran

Reformation. Her interests include preaching, catechesis, and prayer in that period. She is also

associate editor and book review editor of Lutheran Quarterly.

Excellent series! I would recommend to purchase all of them.

Excellent translations of Luther's works, sermons and hymns particularly.
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